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incompatible. A scarcely less significant symptom
of the change in feeling was the King's boast, that
he could transact the most difficult business with
the help of his Chancellor who knew no Latin and
of his Constable who could barely read or write.

The King, who wished to decorate his new palaces
with statues and frescoes, was a more liberal patron
of sculptors and painters than of scholars. He paid
pensions to promising students whom he sent to
pursue their studies at Rome, directing his ambas-
sador to watch over them with the care of a father.
Some came back imitators at second or third hand
of the Caracci; others learnt to combine the exag-
gerated action and defective composition of John of
Bologna with the affectation and want of dignity
which had begun to be the besetting faults of French
sculpture.

France was exhausted by half a century of civil
discord in which both parties had seen their hopes
cheated and had come to suspect that the ideals they
had* cherished were unattainable. The nation was
absorbed in the effort to repair the ruins of the
material fabric of society, and had little energy to
spare for artistic and literary creation. The poet,
says the Roman Satirist, who is to sing of the loftiest
themes must be free from the sordid ' cares of daily
life* Disappointed aspirations, weariness of past
struggles, fear of future disorders, inspired even the
better citizens with a preference for all that appeared
practical, approved of by sound common-sense,
orderly and well established, with a distrust of every-
thing that was vague, unsubstantial and Utopian.